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In Celebration of Teaching and Learning: Teachers Tell Their Stories 
In the constant barrage of education news we are brought face-to-face with what's wrong with 
schools. Rarely do we hear positive stories about teaching and learning. In this issue of LAJMwe invite 
teachers to tell their stories. We invite you to think: about this in its broadest sense, and in all the areas 
that touch the teacher's life: that is, stories from the classroom, stories of parental or community 
involvement, stories of professionalism, stories of how teachers learn, stories about the teacher as 
writer or researcher, or the teacher as a political player. 
How do you further your own learning? What stories can you share about meaningful graduate 
classes or conferences? What do you learn from your colleagues? What do they learn from you? What 
have you learned from a writing project? How do you continue this learning? What do you learn from 
professional books or journals? 
What stories can you tell us from your classroom? What are the successful or the not-so-successful 
moments? What are some of your best practices that work year after year? 
What stories can you tell about parent or community involvement in your classroom? 
In what ways has your teaching practice been influenced? Have there been one or more key factors 
that affect how you teach? Have you changed in your teaching-can you point to events that caused 
that change? 
We invite you to think: about your manuscript in a variety of forms including. but not limited to, 
articles, personal narratives, and poems. 
Deadline: May 15. 1996. 
Reaching the Hard to Reach 
Every teacher knows those tell-tale signs--bored looks. loud sighs, "show-me attitudes." These are 
the students who challenge us to reach them. They may be Advanced Placement seniors or at-risk 
middle school students or tuned-out elementary students. 
What do you do to involve them?What assumptions do you operate on? How do you work to involve 
all the kinds of students you are aSSigned each year? What kind of teaching works best with 
disinterested students? What's your take on getting students into their work? How do you create a 
classroom environment that supports the most hard to reach? What kinds of materials have been 
successful with these students? Have you found collaborative learning, student-centered curriculum 
or inquiry-based projects to be effectiVe? What teacher attitudes and behaviors seem most conducive 
to involving the uninvolved? 
We invite manuscripts that explore any aspect ofthis complex issue. Narratives and poems are also 
welcome on how you learned to teach the hard to reach. 
Deadline: November 15. 1996. 
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